Man in the Age of Heedlessness
by Marc Manley
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Verily all praise belongs to God - thus we praise Him, seek His aid, repent our sins to Him and in Him do
we place our trust. We seek protection in Him from the evil whisperings of our own souls as well as from
blameworthy actions and deeds.

For the one God has chosen to guide, there is no misguider for him. And as for one whom God has
misguided, there is no guidance. And we bear testimony that there is no god but God, Allah, One is He,
with no partner, Lord of lords, Causer of all causes, the Fashioner of the Seven Heavens, Creator of all
that is. We also bear witness that Muhammad, the Unlettered Prophet, is His slave and messenger, Seal
of the Prophets and most noble of the Messengers. May God send peace and blessings upon him, his
family, his wives, his companions, his helpers, and his progeny. Surely God and His Angels send blessings
upon the Prophet therefore O' you who believe!, send prayers and blessings upon him abundantly.



Dear respected brothers and sisters in Islam, | greet you today with the greeting of Paradise,
“as-Salaamu 'alaykum wa rahmatullahi wa barakaatuhu”.

First Khutbah - Main Points

“The Reckoning is ever drawing closer to Mankind, yet they are woefully heedless of it, turning away.”
[Q:21: 1]

The times we live in are full of doubt, confusion and heedlessness. Many people, having capitulated to
the false demands of science, have decided to bury their heads in the sand. Many varieties of
philosophies abound about the nature of reality but none of them possess even the merest ability to
launch out on this endeavor. Science is not wholly equipped to look for God, though some of God’s

Signs [Qlc."] are detectable by science. One of the signs of this heedlessness is over the argument about

the Hour, which for some has become either a joke or an unquantifiable determinacy.

One of the flaws that science has is that while it is capable of looking out, it cannot look in. Even when
applied in microscopic terms [which may seem like looking inward but in reality it is not], it is still looking
out; a “horizontal” activity. For Islam, the phenomenon of Revelation is a top-down one. One may even
say that Allah’s relationship with the creation is “vertical”, a top-down relationship. Thus, for man, if he
is to know his Lord, he must reflect, ponder, and use his heart and brain in tandem. While this process
does involve looking out to the cosmos or up at the heavens or at the wonders in creation, ultimately
the human being must turn inward if s/he is to understand their role in relation to God.

For the Muslim, the primary means of coming to know about Allah is through His Book and the life of His
Prophet [s] and one of the primary avenues of attaining these two is through a sound heart, for we all
know the famous hadith in which the Prophet [s] relates to us:
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“There is a morsel of flesh in the body; when it is sound then the body moves to soundness by it —and
when it is corrupt, then the body moves to corruption by it — it is nothing other than the heart”.

This statement is not a medical examination — not a cardiovascular assessment of the heart. Forin
Islam, the heart does not simply pump blood but it is a sensory organ. And when it is sound then the
actions that the limbs commit will be sound — likewise, if the heart is corrupt, so shall the deeds
committed be vile. It all depends on the state of the heart.

| have spoken before on the connection between responsibility and Reality — on the responsibility each
soul will have on the Day of Judgment and the need to get in touch with The Reality [for one of God’s 99
Beautiful Names is al-Haqq, the root of which is a derivative for ‘reality’]. We can see the Wisdom of



Allah’s early Revelation in which, through poetic metaphor, He alludes to another reality, His Reality,
where the old misconceptions of the world have to be broken up and dispelled. The world as mankind
came to know it was not based on Truth or Reality. We live in similar times today.
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“When the sky has split itself open, for it has heard its Lord and must make it so!...”
“When the sky is cleft asunder and the stars have fallen...”

“When the sun folds in on itself, and when the stars fall...”

These verses seek to show man that the world he thinks he knows is not the whole story — that there is
another greater reality, one in which the life of this world will end, for Allah has ordained it.

Instead, mankind focuses on that which has little benefit for him in this life and none in the next.
Muslims are guilty of this as well, squabbling over matters that are of small importance will ignoring the
bounty and opportunities that Allah has given us. In the words of lbn ‘Ata Allah [ra]:
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“Striving for what has been provided [also read ‘not concerning you’] for you while falling short in that
which is demanded of you, is proof of the incomprehensibleness of your ability to perceive.”
We spend so much of our time dedicated to things that are of little benefit to our character — that put

little weight on our scales. This is a type of ghaflah [‘dé-é—], or heedlessness that the Qur'an warns
about. Let us turn to some of the Qur'ans commentary on ghaflah:
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“Leave no doubt we created many from amongst the Jinn and Mankind for the Hell-fire. They have
hearts but they use them not to comprehend with — and they have eyes but they use them not to see
with —and they have ears but they use them not to listen with. They are like cattle, no! They are even
further astray than that. They are completely heedless.” [Q: 7:179]

Dear brothers and sisters, the Paradise is real — the Fire is real — the Hour is coming, let there be no
doubt about it. And Allah will surely raise whoever is in the grave.



Let us now turn to Allah, ask His forgiveness, His protection from misguidance and from heedlessness,
for He is Oft-Forgiving, the Loving.



Second Khutbah — Main Points

We have to be the teachers of one another and of mankind. We have to show that there is not simply
another reality, but there is only one Reality and it is through conformity to this realization we can bring
about a change that will benefit this life and the next. Make no mistake about the next life where Allah

says in suwrah Qaf:
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“And the agony of death will descend upon you in truth — for it is that which you seek to evade!
And the Trumpet has been sounded — that is the Promised Day!

And every soul will attend — with it shall be a driver and a witness,

For surely you have been unmindful in this — therefore we have removed your blindfold — your vision
today will be most keen!” [Q: 50:19-22]

Modern man strives to cheat or defeat death but there is not hope for this. Therefore, instead, let us
inform ourselves and the rest of mankind of the life to come, to use the time in this life to prepare
ourselves to the journey we all must take. For when we look at the above example, we can see there
will be no excuse on the Promised Day — and all feigned excuses will fall aside, and our sight will bear
true that which we wish might be concealed.

Let us play the role we were sent to do — deliver the Message and live lives in accordance with the
responsibility and cognizance of “No god but God”, in accordance of “Muhammad is the Messenger of
God”, in accordance with the adab and akhlag of the Prophet [s], seeking Allah’s protection from
Shaytan and from heedlessness.

We close now with a du’ah from the Prophet Muhammad [s] regarding the condition of the world we
live in, asking Allah to protect us from its fitnah, so our souls may have salvation on the Day of

Judgment:
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“O’ Allah! | seek protection in you from a heart that has no humility,
And from a supplication that is not heard,
And from a soul that cannot be satiated,
And from knowledge that has no benefit.
O’ Allah!, | seek refuge in you from all four of these!
Amin.



